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TRANSLITERATION KEY

(1)

C

L T

o

(A slight catch in the
breath)

a (a to indicate towards a
dipthong, a long ‘@’
sound like in the word
mad)

b

t

th (Pronounced as the th
in three)

j

h (Tensely breathed h
sound)

kh (Pronounced as the

ch in the Scottish word
loch)

d

dh (Pronounced as the
th in three)

r (Pronounced as the r in
arrival)

Z

sh
s (A strong, emphatic s)
d (A strong, emphatic d)

t (A strong, emphatic f)

z (A strong, emphatic
dh)

‘ (Pronounced from the
throat)

G. o

v - (C G:

5

0

gh (Pronounced like the gh
in ghost)

f

q (Pronounced from the back
of the throat)

k

Salla ‘Llahu ‘alayhi wa sallam —
used subsequent to the
reference of the Prophet
Muhammad, which translates,
“May Allah bless him and give
him peace.”

‘Alahi’l-salam— used following
the mention of a Prophet or
Messenger of Allah, which
translates, “May the peace of
Allah be upon him.”

Radiya °Llahu ‘anhu— used
subsequent to the reference of a
Companion of the Messenger
#, which translates, “May Allah
be pleased with him.”

Radiya °Llahu ‘anha— used
after the reference of a female
Companion of the Messenger
#, which translates, “May Allah
be pleased with her.”
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Introduction
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In this brief booklet, some important matters related to the blessed

month of Ramadan have been gathered.

These articles are a collection which I have taken from my blog www.al-

miftah.com, as well as the www.hadithanswers.com website.

The reader is reminded to refer to a reliable Mufti/Dar °I-Ifta for figh

related issues (fatwa).

May Allah Ta‘la accept it and make it a means of guidance for all. Amin.

Muhammad ibn Haroon Abbasoomar

16" May 2018 | 29" Shaban 1439



Authenticity of the Rajab du‘a’

Question
The following du‘a’ (supplication) is commonly recited at the beginning

of Rajab, is it authentic?
Allah humma barik la na fi Rajab wa Sha‘ban wa ballighna Ramadan.

Some people state that this is baseless and should not be recited.

Answer
Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik « reports that the Messenger of Allah &
would recite the following supplication when the month of Rajab would
commence:
i i3 055 5 1 6 3, 4l
Allah humma barik la na fi Rajabin wa Sha‘bana wa ballighna
Ramadan.
Translation: Oh Allah! Grant us barakah (blessings) during (the

months of) Rajab and Shaban, and allow us to reach Ramadan.!

o Authenticity
This hadith is classified as weak, but suitable for practice. To declare that

this du‘@ (supplication) is baseless is an exaggeration.
1. ‘Allamah an-Nawawi @ states the chain to be slightly weak.?

2. Hafiz ibn Rajab al-Hanbali @ states that this narration is suitable

(istihbab) to prove the merit of reciting this du‘@’ (supplication).?

! Al-Bayhagqi, ash-Shu‘ab °I-Iman 3534, Ibn ’s-Sunni, 660, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Mukhtasar Zawa’id
Musnad Bazzar 662. Also see an-Nawawi, al-Adhkar 549.

2 An-Nawawi, al-Adhkar 549.

3 Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Lat@’if ’I-Ma‘arif pg. 172.



3.‘Allamah Muhammad Tahir al-Fatani & declares it weak and suitable

to practice in this instance.

It should be noted that weak ahadith which include du‘@’s can be

implemented.’

Note: The narration states that this du‘@’ (supplication) should be recited
at the ‘beginning’ of Rajab.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

4
Muhammad ibn Tahir al-Maqdisi, Tadhkirat ’I-Mawdii‘at pg.117.
Al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak “ala °s-Sahihayn (the beginning of the Chapter on du‘a”’s) and Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani, Nata’ij ’l-Afkar 5:291.



When to recite the du‘a@’ of Rajab

Question

When should the du‘a’ (supplication) for Rajab be recited?

Should it be recited throughout the month or specifically at the
beginning only?
Many Imam’s at the Masdjid even make the du‘@ (supplication) in the

month of Shaban as follows:
Allah humma barik la na fi Sha“ban wa ballighna Ramadan.
Kindly explain.

Answer

The hadith states that the Messenger of Allah # would recite this du‘@’
(supplication) at the beginning of Rajab.

a5 3 5 s ol o §o 0 0,55 9 506 e o A 2
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If someone recited the du‘@’ (supplication) on other occasions with the

appropriate changes as mentioned in your query, it will be acceptable as

long as it is not considered a sunnah.

If the congregation begin to deem it as a sunnah, they should be

educated.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

10



The famous du‘a’ for Ramadan

Question
How authentic is the following du‘a’ (supplication), which is to be recited
at the approach of Ramadan,

Allah humma sallimni li Ramadana, wa sallim Ramadana Ii, wa

sallimhu Ii mutaqabbala

Answer
Sayyiduna “‘Ubadah ibn ’s-Samit « reports,

-
-
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The Messenger of Allah # used to teach the Sahdbah - the following

du‘@ (supplication) when the blessed month of Ramadan would arrive,
)\/fﬁii é al ") cé OLas) < Ly Olasr) }WL“" ’ (iz:ﬁ\

Allah humma sallimni Ii Ramadana, wa sallim Ramadana li, wa

sallimhu Ii mutaqabbala

Translation: Oh Allah! Preserve me for Ramadan, safeguard

Ramadan for me and accept it from me.®

« Status of this narration

The chain of narrators for this hadith is weak.”

6

At-Tabarani, Kitab *d-Du‘a@ 912.
See: Yusuf al-Khandelwi, Hayat *s-Sahabah 3:182, al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz ’l-Ummal 8:584.
7

See: Footnotes of Shaykh Awwamah on Musnad ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd °l-Aziz, pg. 280.

11



However, it is positively supported by the practice of the Salaf (Pious
Predecessors) with slight variations in the wording and is therefore

suitable for practice.

 Habit of the Salaf

1. Imam at-Tabarani # reports that the famous Tabi‘7, Makhil & would
recite this du‘@ (supplication) at the beginning of Ramadan.®
2. He also reports from ‘Abd ’1-“Aziz ibn Abi Rawwad (d. 159) that the
Muslims would recite a similar du‘@’ (with additions to the above
wordings) upon the arrival of Ramadan.’
3. Imam Muhammad ibn Nasar al-Marwazi has recorded in his
Qiyamul Layl that it was the habit of the Sahabah s and the Tabi‘tin to
recite this du‘@ when Ramadan arrived."
4. Hafiz ibn Rajab @ has quoted the reliable Tabi‘7, Yahya ibn AbiKathir
2 to have said, “It was their habit (the Sahabah and Tabi‘tin) to make
this du‘a@..”"

It is probably in light of these substantiations that Imam as-Suytti = has

declared the narration as hasan (soundly authentic)."

« When to recite this

Besides the last reference, all of the above have mentioned this du‘a@’ to
be recited when Ramadan arrives or commences. In the version of

Yahya ibn Abi Kathir =, the words used are,
Slass ) sl 24l

Translation: Oh Allah! Keep me safe until Ramadan.

8 At-Tabarani, Kitab *d-Du‘a@’ 913.
o At-Tabarani, Kitab *d-Du‘a@’ 914.
0 Muhammad ibn Nasar al-Marwazi, Mukhtasar Qiyam°I-Layl pg. 98.
" Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Lat@’if ’I-Ma‘arif pg. 280.
Al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz ’I-Ummal 8:584.

12



This supports the habit of reciting this supplication (with these words)

before the arrival of the month itself.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

13



Exact wording for the du‘a’ at the approach of Ramadan

Question
I wanted to find out regarding the exact words of the du‘a@’, which is to
be recited at the advent of Ramadan. I have seen a reference of Kanz °I-
‘Ummal, the common wording seems,
Allah humma sallimni li Ramadana, wa sallim Ramadana Ii, wa
sallimhu If mutaqabbala
However, I have tried locating the wording, “wa sallimhu Ii”, but I

haven’t managed to locate it. I have found “wa tasallamhu” instead.

Please verify.

Answer
The words you are searching for are cited in Kanz ’I-Ummal” and

Hayatus Sahabah,"
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The wording “wa tasallamhu” are found in Kitab *d-Du‘d@’ of Imam ’t-

Tabarani '°

13
Al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz ’l-Ummal 8:584.
5 Muhammad Yasuf al-Khandelwi, Hayat °s-Sahabah 3:182.
At-Tabarani, Kitab *d-Du‘a@’ 912.

14
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One may recite either of the two.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

15



Rajab is the month to sow the seeds, Shaban to irrigate
and Ramadan is to reap the harvest

Question
Can you mention the reference together with the Arabic text for the

following statement?

“Rajab is the month to sow the seeds, Sha‘ban is the month to irrigate the

crop and Ramadan is the month to reap the harvest.”

Answer
‘Allamah Ibn Rajab # has cited this as a statement of Imam Aba Bakr al-
Warraq al-Balkhi .'¢

The Arabic text reads,
58 61555 5485 3 B S8 063 14 g i o) i
SRS

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

16 Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Lat@’if ’I-Ma‘arif pg. 218.
16



The lasting effects of Ramadan

Question

What is the authenticity of the following,

e e d o o

Answer
Translation: “That person whose Ramadan is safe (free from sin) will

have his entire year the same.”

Imam al-Bayhaqi #, Abti Nu'aym « and others have recorded a hadith

with the following words,
Sla o 8 A e B (o A Jy2 J6 236 dssl 8
GG etk A el ) da)) el
“When the Friday is safe (free from sin), one will find the rest of the

week the same, and when Ramadan is safe (free from sin), the entire

year will be safe.””

The chains for this hadith are baseless as stated by Imam al-Bayhaqi
2 himself, as well as other Muhaddithiin.'®

Although these exact words may not be quoted as a hadith, the meaning
is definitely supported by the following authentic (sahih) hadith as
pointed out by Hafiz Ibn ‘Arraq =."

Sayyiduna Abti Hurayrah « reported that the Messenger of Allah # said,

7 Al-Bayhagi, ash-Shu‘ab ’I-Iman 3434, 3435.
Al-Bayhaqi, ash-Shu‘ab °I-Iman 3434, 3435, az-Zabidi, Sharh Ihya’ ‘Ulam °d-Din 3:217, 5:207, al-
Munawi, Faydul Qadir 685.
o Ibn ‘Arraq, Tanzih sh-Shariah 2:156. See: al-Munawi, Fayd °l-Qadir 685.

17
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“The five daily salah’s, one Friday to the next and one Ramadan to
the other will be a means of expiating ones [minor] sins, as long as

the major sins are avoided.”®

This hadith explains that if one abstains from the major sins, the blessing
of Ramadan (as well as the other occasions mentioned therein) will last

until the next Ramadan.

In light of the above, one should always endeavour to keep Ramadan as

spiritual as possible. This will have lasting effects insha’Allah.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

0 Muslim, Sahih Muslim 551.
18



The rebellious devils are chained, the doors of Jannah are
opened and the doors of Jahannam are sealed

Question

Is the following hadith authentic,
The Messenger of Allah # said,

“When the first night of Ramadan enters, the Shaydtin and rebellious
Jinnat are chained, the doors of Jahannam are closed and no door
remains open, the doors of Jannah are opened and no door remains
closed, and a caller announces, “Oh the one seeking piety and good,
advance. Oh the one seeking evil, restrain (from your evil).” [And] Allah
Taala emancipates many souls from the fire of Jahannam, and this

transpires every night throughout the month of Ramadan.”

Answer
Imam at-Tirmidhi @, Imam Ibn Méjah @ and other Muhaddithiin have

recorded this narration on the authority of Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah '

5o 10 B3 8 506 g e A Lo 1,25 38 w5k o o2
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Imam Ibn Khuzaymah =, Imam Ibn Hibban @ and Imam Hakim = have

declared the hadith as authentic.?

21 At-Tirmidhi, Sunan at-Tirmidhi 682, Ibn Majah, as-Sunan li Ibn Majah 1642.
2 Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah 1883, Ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban 3435, al-Hakim, al-
Mustadrak ‘ala’s-Sahihayn 1:421.

19



The following words appear in as-Sahih °I-Bukhdari and Sahih Muslim,
A5 1506 s e i Lo i 3,25 B e B ez sk ol 52
(VIR P it ealds adh aigl e dlas;
The Messenger of Allah # said, “When the month of Ramadan
arrives, the gates of Jannah are opened, the gates of Jahannam are

closed and the Shaydtin are chained.””

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

23
Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °l-Bukhari 1899 and Muslim, Sahih Muslim 1079.
20



Fasting cleanses the heart

Question
Is the following true,
“The fasting of Ramadan and fasting three days every month will remove

the impurity and whisperings from the heart”

Answer
Yes!

Several Sahabah s have reported the Messenger of Allah # to have said:

BIE; L ek 4300 sk 5 4 e 1o d J,
Gl 555 u@»«,;;ﬁ

238
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“By fasting during the month of Ramadan and three days of every
other (Islamic) month, the rancour/whispers/deceit of the heart is

removed.”*

The hadith is authentic (sahih).

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

2 Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad 5:363, Ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban 6557, al-Bazzar, Musnad
°l-Bazzar 688. See: al-Mundhiri, at-Targhib 2:121, al-Haythami, Majma ’z-Zawd’id, 3:196.

21



Fasting and the Qur’an will intercede on behalf of a person
on the Day of Qiyamah

Question

What is the authenticity of the following,

S50 .-~
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Answer
Imam Ahmad @, Imam at-Tabarani & and other Muhaddithiin have

recorded this narration.?®

‘Allamah al-Mundhiri « and Hafiz al-Haythami « have declared the

narrators as reliable.?®

Translation: The Messenger of Allah % said, “Fasting and the Qurian
will intercede on the Day of Qiyamah. Fasting will say, “Oh my Rabb! 1
prevented him from consuming food and fulfilling his desires, so accept
my intercession on his behalf.” The Quran will say, “I prevented him
from sleep at night, so accept my intercession on his behalf.” Their

intercession will be accepted.”

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad 2:174.
% Al-Mundbhiri, at-Targhib 2:84, al-Haythami, Majma’z-Zaw@’id, 3:181. See: al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak
‘ala’s-Sahihayn 1:554.

22



Is there punishment in Ramadan

Question

Is the following true:

“During the month of Ramadan, Allah stops the punishment of the grave

for everyone buried.”

Answer
Hafiz ibn Rajab @ has quoted a narration that is reported with a weak

chain (by Imam al-Bayhaqi 2) from Sayyiduna Anas « that he said,

QIS5 Las; ek 3 83 e 553 A Dlie Sledlls 5 LA G2
b i ad pp i e 55 A i
“Indeed, the punishment of the grave is uplifted/halted from the

inmates of the graves in Ramadan.””’

It is also commonly said that those who pass away in Ramadan are saved

from the punishments of the grave etc.

This can be deduced from the hadith that states, in Ramadan the doors
of Jahannam (Hell) are closed and the doors of Jannah (Heaven) are
opened.?®
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And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

2 Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Ahwal°l-Qubiir pg.105-106, and as-Suyuti, Sharh ’s-Sudiir pg.254.
Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °l-Bukhari 3277. Also refer to Fatawa Mahmiidiyyah 6:63.

23



The famous virtues of Ramadan

Question
Some people have mentioned the following hadith to be unacceptable,
“The first part of the month of Ramadan is mercy, the middle of it is

forgiveness and the end of it is freedom from the Fire.”

Please confirm.

Answer
This is part of a lengthy hadith, which is considered weak but suitable for
practice.

T(‘a/
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And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

24



Fasting is a shield against Jahannam

Question

Is the following hadith authentic:

Narrated from Mutarrif who was from the tribe of Banii ‘Amir ibn
Sa‘sa‘ah that Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ibn Abi’l-‘As th-Thaqafi « invited him
to drink some milk. Mutarrif said, T am Fasting.” ‘Uthman « said, ‘I
heard the Messenger of Allah % say, “Fasting is a shield against the Fire,
just like your shield used when fighting.”

Answer
Imam an-Nasal # and Ahmad = have recorded this hadith. Imam Ibn

Khuzaymah = has declared the hadith authentic.”
l:iak cgﬂ.)\éfe‘ua\;j\@i QL&.&&& iQ}TS:Jchﬁfy u—a
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The words, “Fasting is a shield” also appear in as-Sahih °I-Bukhari, Sahth

Muslim and other ahadith collections.*
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And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

29
An-Nasa’i, Sunan °n-Nasa’i l-Mujtaba 2231, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad 4:217, Ibn

Khuzaymah, Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah 2125.
30
Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °I-Bukhari 1894, 7492, Muslim, Sahih Muslim 1151.

25



There is nothing equal to fasting in reward

Question
Is the following hadith authentic,
The Prophet # said,

“You must fast, for there is nothing equal to it in reward.”

Answer

Imam an-Nasa1 has recorded this hadith on the authority of Sayyiduna
Abtt Umamah .
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Sayyiduna Abti Umamah « asked the Messenger of Allah # “Inform
me of some deed which I can do.” The Messenger of Allah # said,

“Hold on to fasting, for there is nothing like it.”*'

Hafiz Ibn Hajar « has declared the chain of narrators of Imam an-Nasa1

2 as authentic.*?

Imam Ibn Hibban = has cited a longer version of this hadith and
declared it as authentic. This version goes on to mention,

155 156 e i g 035 151 ) 15065 B8 2 s 3 Y &) 5T 0.
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“...[Since then] smoke would never be seen during the day at the

home of Sayyiduna Abfi Umamah @ except if he had guests

1
An-Nasa’l, Sunan “n-Nasd’iI-Mujtaba 2220.
32
Ibn Hajar 1-Asqalani, Fath °I-Bari (under hadith) 1894.

26



[implying that he would never cook food during the day since he was

fasting.”*

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

33
Ibn Hibban, Sahih ibn Hibban 3425. See footnotes of Shaykh ‘Awwamah on Musannaf 8988.
27



The virtues of the fast and prayer in Ramadan

Question

I was told that there is a hadith mentioned by al-Bayhaqi « which states,

“By performing one sajdah (prostration) in Ramadan, a person receives

one thousand five hundred rewards (1,500).”

I was also informed that seventy thousand (70,000) angels pray for a

person who fasts in the month of Ramadan daily.

Are these narrations authentic?

Answer
Both of the above are mentioned in the same hadith in ash-Shu‘ab °I-

Iman of al-Bayhaqi «.*
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3 Al-Bayhagqi, ash-Shu ‘ab ’I-Iman 3362.
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The chain is very weak. Therefore, after citing this hadith, Imam al-
Bayhaqi = explained that this hadith is supported by other popular

narrations.

His words are as follows,
slns s 511 o Joo sy perdl sl B Ly, 05

“We have other popular ahadith that point to this meaning or part
of it.”

‘Allamah al-Mundhiri « has also quoted this hadith in at-Targhib and

indicated to its weakness.*®

o Other support
1. Hafiz ibn Rajab = has quoted the famous Tabi7, Ibrahim an-NakhaT

2 to have said,

“One fast in Ramadan is better than a thousand fasts (outside Ramadan),
one tasbih in Ramadan is better than a thousand tasbih’s and one rak‘at
of salgh in Ramadan is better than a thousand rak‘at’s.”*

2. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar « reports that the Messenger of Allah

# said,
Gy ) 8P s ade A 1o Al 05 J6 B e ) 5
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“Indeed Allah sends special mercies, and His Angels pray for those

who partake of suhiir.”

This hadith explains that the Angels (without any specific number) make

du'd@ for the fasting person.

It is better to quote this authentic (sahih) hadith instead.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

% Al-Mundbhiri, at-Targhib 2:93-94.
Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Lat@’if ’I-Ma‘arif pg.286.
Ibn Hibban, Sahih ibn Hibban 3467.
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The three curses of Jibril

Question

What is the source and authenticity of the following narration,

Kab ibn “Ujrah # says that the Messenger of Allah # said, “Come near
the pulpit,” so we came close. When he # climbed the first step of the
pulpit, he # said “Amin.” When he £ climbed the second step, he # said
“Amin.” When he £ climbed the third step, he £ said “Amin.” When he
came down, we said “Oh Messenger of Allah, today we have heard from

you something which we have never heard before.”

The Messenger of Allah # said, “When I climbed the first step, Jibril =
appeared before me and said, “Destruction to the person who found the
blessed month of Ramadan and let it pass by without gaining

forgiveness,” then I said “Amin.”

When I climbed the second step, he = said, “Destruction on that person
before whom your name is taken and he does not send duriid

(salutations) on you.” I replied “Amin.”

When I climbed the third step, he = said, “Destruction on that person in
whose lifetime both his parents, or either one of them reaches old age,
and he fails to enter Jannah [due to neglecting them and not serving

them].” I said “Amin.””

Answer
This hadith has been recorded in numerous ahadith collections. Imam
al-Hakim @ has recorded the version you have cited and has declared the

hadith as authentic. Hafiz adh-Dhahabi & concurs.®®

38
Al-Hakim, Mustadrak °l-Hakim 4:153/154.
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Imam Ibn Khuzaymah = and Imam Ibn Hibban @ have recorded this

narration on the authority of Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah «.%

Note: Each of these three groups are guilty of extreme dis-appreciation.

Therefore, they were cursed by even the most compassionate human

being #

Ingratitude is a severe sin.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

% Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah 1888, Ibn Hibban, Sahih ibn Hibban 9o7. See: al-Tirmidhi

3545.
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Four things should be done in abundance in Ramadan

Question

In a recent lecture, a scholar stated that the Messenger of Allah # said,
“We must do four things in abundance in the month of Ramadan:

1. Recite the first kalimah (la ilaha illa ’Llah) as much as possible.

2. Say istighfar (seeking forgiveness).

3. Make du‘@’, beseeching Allah to grant us Jannah (Heaven).

4. Make du‘a@’, beseeching Allah to save us from Jahannam (Hell).”

Is this correct?

Answer
This is part of a lengthy hadith, which is reported by Sayyiduna Salman
# about Ramadan. The narration is considered weak, but suitable for

practice.
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And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.
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Eating forgetfully whilst fasting

Question

Is the following hadith reliable,

“If anyone forgets that he is fasting and eats or drinks, he should
complete his fast [for the fast does not break], for it is only Allah Who
has fed him and given him drink.”

Answer

Imam al-Bukhari © and Imam Muslim # have recorded this narration

i, 40
2

on the authority of Sayyiduna Abt Hurayrah «
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The hadith is therefore authentic.

Kindly refer to a reliable Mufti/Dar °I-Ifta for an official ruling/fatwa.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

40
Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °l- Bukhari 1933, 6669 and Muslim, Sahih Muslim 1155.
33



Warning against intentionally missing a single fast during
Ramadan

Question

Kindly verify the following narrations,

“If anyone omits his fast, even for one day in Ramadan without a
concession or without being ill, then if he were to fast for the rest of his

life, he could not make up for it.”

“If a person does not fast for a single day in Ramadan, he cannot earn the

reward of this single day, even if he fasts all the year round instead of it.”

Jazakh °Llahu Khayran

Answer

Sayyiduna Abt Hurayrah « reports that the Messenger of Allah # said,
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“One who omits the fast of even one day in Ramadan without any
concession or without being ill, he would not be able to make up for

it, if he were to fast for the rest of his life.”*!

This hadith is slightly weak, but suitable for the purpose of warning
against a sin. It is also supported by similar statements that have been

reported from Sayyiduna ‘Ali % and Sayyiduna “Abdullah ibn Mastd

@2
2.

1
An-NasaT 3265, 3271, Abu Dawd 2388, Tirmdihi 723, and others. See al-Mundhiri, at-Targhib
2:108 and at-Taysir 2:403.
42
Ibn Abi Shaybah, Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 9877 9878.
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Imam al-Bukhari & has also cited the hadith in the title of a chapter in
as-Sahih °I-Bukhari, while indicating towards its weakness. A hadith like
this is generally understood to be weak, but acceptable, or else he (Imam
al-Bukhari =) would not have merely indicated to its weakness. Rather,

he would have emphatically dismissed it, if it was totally unreliable.*’

Note: This hadith should not be misunderstood to refer to excusing one
of the gada fast. The purpose of this hadith is to explain that the extent
of the barakah (blessing), reward etc. that is achieved in Ramadan can
never be matched by doing the deed outside Ramadan. Like is the case
with offering saldh in congregation; its reward and effect can never be

matched, even if one repeats the salgh twenty-five times or more.**

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

43 Ibn ’s-Salah, Muqaddimah ibn °s-Salah pg.25.
4 See at-Tahawi, Sharh Mushkil I-Athar 4:180, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib t-Tahdhib 9:204, Khalil
Ahmad Saharanpuri, Badhl’l-Majhiid 8:569.
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Fasting whilst on journey

Question
Is this hadith reliable,
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Answer

This hadith is recorded by Imam at-Tabarani © and Tammam ’r-Razi
45

Translation: Sayyiduna Hamzah al-Aslami « reports that he asked the
Messenger of Allah # about fasting whilst on journey. The Messenger of
Allah # replied, “Do whatever is easier for you.”

Imam Muslim @ has also recorded a similar narration from the same
Sahabi .*

The hadith in question is authentic.

In the narrations of al-Bukhdri and Muslim, the Messenger of Allah
replied,
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“Fast if you wish, and if you wish do not fast.”

45
At-Tabarani, al-Mu‘jam °I-Kabir 2988, al-Tammam, Fawa’id at-Tammam 1026, Abi Nu‘aym,

Ma'rifat°s-Sahabah 1839.
46
Muslim, Sahih Muslim 2620-2624. See: al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °l- Bukhari 1942, 1943.
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Note: Giving the traveller the choice of not fasting on journey, does not
mean that he is exempt from making up for the missed fast (qada) later.
Allah Ta‘%la has clearly explained in the Qur'an the rule of gada fasts for

the traveller.

T g oS u&»» e pab B3kl B 2

135 228 o) 2 s 12,8 of A s 543

(Fast) a certain number of days; and (for) him who is sick among you,
or on a journey, (the same) number of other days; and for those who
can afford it there is a ransom: the feeding of a man in need - but
whoso doeth good of his own accord, it is better for him: and that ye

fast is better for you if ye did but know - (2:184).

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

47
Refer to Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath °l-Bari 1943.
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Using a miswak excessively whilst fasting

Question

What is the reliability of this hadith,

‘Amir ibn Rabi‘ah reports from his father, who says, “I saw the Messenger
of Allah # using a miswak (toothstick) whilst he was fasting more often

»>

than I can count.

Answer

Imam at-Tirmidhi 2 and Imam Abu Dawad @ have recorded this
hadith.*
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Imam at-Tirmidhi @ has declared the hadith as hasan (sound).

Imam al-Bukhari @ has also cited this narration in a subheading

(ta‘ligan).”

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

4: At-Tirmidhi 725, Abt Dawid 2356
4 Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °l- Bukhari [before hadith] 1934.
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The reward of feeding a fasting person

Question
Is the following hadith authentic:
The Messenger of Allah # said,

“Whoever feeds a person who is breaking their fast, he gets the same
reward as him without any subtraction from the reward of the fasting

person.”

Answer

Imam at-Tirmidhi © and Imam Ibn Majah @ have recorded this hadith

\50

on the authority of Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Khalid al-Juhani =
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Imam at-Tirmidhi 2 has declared the hadith as authentic (hasanun
sahihun).

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

%0 At-Tirmidhi 807, Ibn Majah 1746.
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Recommending the dates at the time of Suhiir

Question

Is the following narration authentic?
The Messenger of Allah # said,

“How good is the believer’s meal of dates at the time of suhiir.”

Answer
Imam AblG Dawiid = has recorded this hadith on the authority of
Sayyiduna Abt Hurayrah «,*

B a3 5n 506 A e 2 o2 oE sk ol 58
Imam Ibn Hibban = has declared the hadith as authentic (sahih).”

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

51
5 Abt Dawid 2345.
Ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban 3475.
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Suhiir is full of blessings

Question

Please provide a reference to the following narration,

“Suhiir is full of blessings. Hence, do not omit the suhiir, even if one is
able to have a sip of water at the time of suhiir one should do so, for
certainly Allah Ta‘ala descends His special mercy upon those who have

suhiir and the Angels make special du‘a’ (supplications) for them.”

Answer
Imam Ahmad = has recorded this hadith on the authority of Sayyiduna
Abii Sa‘id al-Khudri «,%
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The hadith can be quoted.*

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

53
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad 3:12, 3:44.
54
Refer to al-Mundhiri, at-Targhib 2:139, al-Haythami, Majma °z-Zawd’id 3:150.
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Delay Suhiir and hasten Iftar

Question
What is the reference and authenticity of the following,

i
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“The Sahabah - were the most hasty to open their fast and would

delay eating suhiir [until the last possible time].”

Answer
Imam ‘Abd ’r-Razzaq = and other Muhaddithiin have recorded this

narration as the statement of ‘Amr ibn Mayman al-Awdi 2.%

Hafiz Ibn Hajar & has graded the chain authentic.*

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

5
‘Abd r-Razzaq, Musannaf ‘Abd ’r-Razzaq 7591.
Ibn Hajar, Fath °l-Bari 1957, also see: al-Haythami, Majma °z-Zawd’id 3:154.
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Allah loves those who hasten to break the fast

Question

Please provide the reference for this narration,

‘Allah Ta‘la says, “Those who hasten to open their fasts at the time of

>

iftar are the most beloved to me.”

Answer
Imam at-Tirmidhi @ has recorded this Hadith Qudsi on the authority of
Sayyiduna Abt Hurayrah .,
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He has declared the hadith as sound (hasan).”

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

5 At-Tirmidhi 700/701. Also see: Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih ibn Khuzaymah 2062 and Ibn Hibban, Sahih
ibn Hibban 3507.
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Hasten to open ones fast

Question

Is the following narration authentic?
The Messenger of Allah # said,

“People will continue to remain upon goodness as long as they hasten in

opening their fast.”

Answer
Imam al-Bukhari @ and Imam Muslim & have recorded this hadith on

the authority of Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Sa‘d .,

J“u’“uu Y» d\_e’ 55 e ’“\ym\ ”’ w\cwdd.;.; %<
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The narration is therefore authentic.

In other narrations, the Messenger of Allah # explained that the Jews
and Christians would delay when opening their fast until the stars were
visible. Therefore, we are commanded to hasten when breaking our

fast.”

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

58

Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °l- Bukhari 1957, Muslim, Sahih Muslim 1098.
59

Refer to: Ibn Hajar al-‘Aqsqalani, Fath I-Bari [under hadith] 1957.
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What to recite at the time of breaking the fast

Question
A friend sent me the following, can you please verify the authenticity:
“This is the reliable du‘a’ (supplication) to recite at the time of iftar,

Ibn ‘Umar « said, “When the Messenger of Allah & broke his fast, he

would say,
2058 8 a1 G55 Gyadt e LN sl
Dhahabatu *z-zama’u, wabtallati°l-‘uriiqu, wa thabata ’l-ajru, insha
’I-Lah
The thirst has gone, the veins are moist and the reward is assured, if
Allah wills.”

Do not recite the famous du‘a@ (supplication) while breaking the fast,
sl s, o iz T

Allah humma laka sumtu wa ‘ala rizqika aftartu
Oh Allah! I have fasted for you [Your sake], and I open my fast with

the sustenance that you provided.
This narration is mentioned in Sunan Abii Dawiid - the Book of Fasting.
The narrator of this narration is Mu‘adh ibn Zuhra, who is weak. This
du‘@ (supplication) is not proven from the sunnah of the Messenger of

Allah (saw), neither is it proven from any authentic (sahih) ahadith.

Answer
When citing the du‘@’s (supplications) to be recited at the time of iftar
(breaking the fast), ‘Allamah an-Nawawli @ has cited both of the above
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du@s.”

The second du‘@’ (supplication) which is very popular has support from
another chain of narration, which is mentioned by at-Tabarani «.%' Your
friend has only mentioned the narration of Abti Dawiid =. Both these
chains strengthen each other.

The latter day Shafi7 figh and hadith master, Ibn Hajar al-Haytami =
said, “This is sufficient to rely upon in situations like this.” Meaning for

C 6?.62

the purpose of du

Therefore, one is allowed to recite both supplications. It is incorrect to
stop people from reciting this du‘a’ as weak ahdadith have been declared

suitable for practice in the case of du‘@’s.”

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

&0 Al-Nawawi, al-Adhkar 575, 576.
At-Tabarani, al-MuSam’l-Kabir 12720, al-Awsat 7549, Abu Dawud, Sunan Abi Dawid 2350.
2 See: al-Haythami, Majma®z-Zawa@’id 3:156, Ibn ‘Alan, al-Futithat r-Rabbaniyyah 4:341.
&3 See: al-Hakim, Mustadrak °l-Hakim beginning of the Chapter on Dua’s
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Words to the du‘a’ at the time of breaking the fast

Question

I have a query in regard to the famous du‘a’ at the time of iftar which is
cited in Abii Dawiid,

Allah humma inni laka sumtu, wa bika amantu, wa ‘ala rizqika aftartu

How weak is this hadith? Is it suitable for practice? What is the

alternative supplications at the time of breaking the fast?

Answer

I haven’t seen these exact words in Sunan Abi Dawiid or any other

primary hadith sources.

The words that are found in the primary sources are as follows,
G3adl 853 ey &l AU L)
Allah humma laka sumtu, wa “ala rizqika aftartu

Translation: Oh Allah! I have fasted for you [Your sake], and I

open my fast with the sustenance that you provided.**
p y youp

This narration is mursal (wherein a Tabi7 attributes the hadith directly

to the Messenger of Allah #. However it is suitable to quote.®

Other wordings of this du‘a’ do appear in the following very weak

narrations:

1. Allah humma laka sumtu, wa ‘ala rizqika aftartu, taqabbal minni,

64 Abu Dawud, Sunan Abi Dawiid 2350, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah 9837.
& Refer to the footnotes of my esteemed Shaykh Muhaddith Muhammad “Awwamah, Musannaf Ibn
Abi Shaybah 9837.
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2. Allah humma laka sumtu, wa ‘alayka tawakkaltu, wa “ala rizqika
aftartu.”

Sl 8, 65 (285 ales (Lo AT
o Summary
The famous words of this du‘@ that are recited are as follows,
G JB (SR 383 I 255 AUes (AT Lo AT
Allah humma laka sumtu, [wa bika amantu], wa ‘alayka tawakkaltu,
wa ‘ald rizqika aftartu, taqabbal minni

Besides the parts which are bracketed, all of these phrases are found in
the different narrations cited above and can be recited. It seems like
someone has formulated this combination from the different narrations,

although parts are from very weak ahadith.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

6
At-Tabarani, Kitab *d-Du‘@ 918 on the authority of Sayyiduna Anas . Also see: at-Tabarani, al-
MuSjam °l-Kabir 12720, Daraqutni, Sunan Daraqutni 2280 on the authority of Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas,
with a very weak chain.

Ibn Abi Usaah, Musnad ’l-Harith on the authority of Sayyiduna ‘Ali 4, with a very weak chain.
Refer to: Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib - Aliyah 1074.
Also refer to the footnotes of my esteemed Shaykh Muhaddith Muhammad ‘Awwamah, Musannaf Ibn
Abi Shaybah 9837.
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One view regarding Laylat °I-Qadr

Question
Are there any Quranic verses or ahddith which mention Laylat-Qadr to

occur at any time during the year, besides Ramadan?

Answer
It was the view of Sayyiduna Ibn Mas{id « that one who stands every

night of the year, will definitely get Laylat ’I-Qadr.*®
S A1 OBl LN A6 5,80 epinia 5 0 322 81D 135
Some commentators have understood this to mean that according to

him, this night could be on any night of the year, even outside of

Ramadan. This has also been reported as the view of other Sahabah »..%

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

6: Muslim, Sahih Muslim 1782.
Ibn Hajar, Fath°l-Bari 2017, al-Ubbi, Sharh °I-Ubbi 3:93, al-‘Uthmani, Fath °l-Mulhim 5:128.
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An unauthentic reward for performing the tarawih salah

Question

Is the following hadith authentic,

The Prophet # said, “Whomsoever performs saldh at night (in
Ramadan), will receive one thousand five hundred (1,500) rewards for
each sajdah (prostration) and Allah will build for him a house in Jannah
from rubies which will have sixty thousand (60,000) doors. Each door
leads to a gold palace embedded with red rubies...”

Answer

Imam al-Bayhaqi  has recorded this narration,
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However, this hadith is transmitted via a narrator who has been accused
of fabricating ahadith. The hadith should not be quoted.”

*

Y
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n Al-Bayhaq, ash-Shu‘ab°’l-Iman 3362. Ibn “Udi, al-Kamil fi du‘afa’ *-Rijal, 9:366, Ibn Hajar Tahdhib
°t-Tahdhib 9:436, Taqrib °t-Tahdhib 6284, adh-Dhahabi, al-Mughni Fi°d-du‘afa 2:371.
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Note: Tarawih in itself is a proven sunnah of the Messenger of Allah #.
There are other authentic virtues, which have been cited in various
ahadith.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.
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Twenty raka‘at during the time of ‘Uthman «

Question
Are there any sound/authentic ahadith which confirm that even during
the Caliphate of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman # the number of raka‘at’s in

tarawih were twenty?

Answer
‘Allamah al-‘Ayni  has stated that Imam al-Bayhaqi « has recorded the

following authentic narration,
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Sayyiduna Sa’ib ibn Yazid « says, “The Sahdbah had performed twenty
during the reign of Sayyiduna ‘Umar «, Sayyiduna ‘Uthman «€and

»71

Sayyiduna ‘Ali .

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

m Al-“Ayni, ‘Umdat°l-Qari [under hadith 731] 4:372.
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Twenty raka‘at during the time of ‘Ali

Question

What is the authenticity of the following hadith,

“Abii ‘Abdi ’r-Rahman reports that “Ali . called for the Quran reciter’s
in Ramadan and commanded one of them to lead them for twenty
raka‘at’s. The narrator says, ‘And “Ali « would offer the witr prayer with

them.”

Answer
This narration is recorded by Imam al-Bayhaqi « with a weak chain, that

is definitely well supported by other versions.

é.g.:j'.j}i £e A L:ﬁ‘?; 3& C)g} G ci;S; &:’y&: c
Imam al-Bayhaqi #« and Hafiz Ibn ‘Abd ’I-Barr « have pointed out that
the narration in question has been reported through other chains.
Among them is a narration that Imam al-Bayhaqi = himself quotes prior
to this hadith, in which Shutayr ibn Shakal «, a companion of Sayyiduna

‘Ali # states,
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“Ali ©» would lead them in twenty raka‘at’s of tarawih and offer three
raka‘at’s of witr.”

Imam al-Bayhaqi = then says, “This strengthens the narration in
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question.””

There are numerous other proofs which substantiate the fact that

tarawih is twenty raka‘at’s.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

72
As Sunanul Kubra, 2:496, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah 7762, 7763, Al Istidhkar,
2:58. Also see: At Ta’liqul Mumajjad of ‘Allamah ‘Abdul Hay Al Lakhnawi, 1: 629.
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‘Id greetings and etiquettes

When the Messenger of Allah # emigrated from Makkah to Madinah,
he learnt of the two days of festivity which the people had inherited from
the time of Jahiliyyah (the pre-Islamic era). These two days of festivals
were days of sport and amusement associated with evil and immoral

customs. The Messenger of Allah # then announced to the Muslims,
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“You have two days in which you would play, Allah Ta‘la has most
certainly substituted these two days for you, with two better ones, “Id
’l-Fitr and ‘Id°l-Adha.””
Both these days have been reserved as days of festivity and celebration;
such festivity and celebration that would be within the limits prescribed
for joy by the Sharrah. It is for this reason that the ‘ulama state,
expressing one’s delight and joy on these days is not only meritorious but

in fact forms part of the salient features of Islam.”

o A part of our Din
Greeting and congratulating one another with special wordings is

another aspect which enhances the joy of this day. This has been the
practice of the honourable Sahabah ., Tabi‘in as well as those coming
thereafter. There are several narrations which support this practice of

theirs. A few of these are quoted below:
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An-Nasa’l, Sunan ‘n-Nasa'i I-Mujtaba 2231.
4
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath °l-Bari [under hadith 950], 2:443.
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Sayyiduna Jubayr ibn Nufayr « states, “When the Sahdbah + met one
another on the day of ‘Id, they would say to each other, ‘May Allah accept

(the worship) from us and from you.”””

Muhammad ibn Ziyad # (a Tabi7) states, “I used to be with Abi
Umamah al-Bahili and several other Sahabah #:. (I noticed that) when
they would return (from the Id prayer), they would say to one another,

1’776

‘May Allah accept (the worship) from us and from you

The servant of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd l-Aziz =, Adham =, mentions, “We used
to congratulate ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd 1-Aziz & (the Khalifah of the time) on
both the “Id’s with the words, ‘O leader of the Muslims! May Allah accept
(the worship) from us and from you.” He would reply with the very same

words and he would not disapprove of this practice.””

The books of ahadith contain other similar incidents of this nature to
support this noble practice of greeting one another with these words. To
sum up the discussion, we quote the statement of Imam Aba Bakr al-
‘Ajarri 2 whose practice was to only record and mention the selected and
preferred practices of the Sahdbah s:. He states regarding these
greetings, “This was the (continuous) practice of the Sahabah : as well

as that of the ‘ulama.””®

« In Addition to “Id Mubdrak’

The Fugaha (Jurists) mention, “This (type of greeting) is a commendable
and praiseworthy practice since it is supported by many incidents of the

Sahabah # and Tabi‘in.””

A closer glance at the meaning of the du‘a’ will reveal the intense well-
wishing it contains for one’s fellow Muslim brothers. So instead of us

opting for the words “Id Mubarak’ only (which is correct), let us combine

I Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath °I-Bari [under hadith 952].
Ibn at-Turkumani, Jowhar >n-Naqy 3:319.
! Al-Bayhagi, as-Sunan °l-Kubra 3:319.
“Ali ibn Sulayman, al-Insaf 2:441, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Juz’un fi’t-Tahni’ah fi’l-A’yad.
9 At-Tahtawi, Hashiyat °t-Tahtawi pg.530.
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it with the very same words which the Sahabah s and as those who came
thereafter used when they verbally greeted and congratulated one
another on these two days, that is, the under mentioned du‘a’,
° 0 /3 \.2.3 41\\ v:«..
Taqabbala ’I-Llahu minna wa minkum.

May Allah accept (the worship) from us and from you!

« Etiquette to be observed on the day of ‘Id

1. To rise early on the ‘Id morning. Doing so will spur one to be more

alert and cheerful on this joyous day.®’

2. It is sunnah to bath on this day before the “Id salah. However, if one
bathes before the Fajr salah, this will also be acceptable.®!

3. To dress according to the sunnah, ensuring that the trouser is well
above the ankles (for males). To wear the best clothes that one
possesses, not necessarily new garments. However, if new clothes
are obtained, it should first be worn on a Friday. When the Messenger
of Allah # obtained new clothing, he would first wear it on a Friday
(even if it was for a few moments and then removed it). This was due
to Friday being the most virtuous day of the week. In this way, the

clothing as well as the one wearing the garment will be blessed.*

4. To set off early for the ‘Id salah. It is greatly encouraged that one
performs the ‘Id salah in the ‘Id Ghah. However, if due to some excuse

such as illness, old age etc. one may join the saldh in the Masjid.

5. As far as possible, one should endeavour to walk to the ‘Id salah if it
is within walking distance. Different routes should be chosen when
approaching and returning from the ‘Id saldh. One should engage in
reciting the takbir of ‘Id silently on route to the ‘Id salah until arrival at
the ‘Id Ghah. Besides the act of walking to the ‘Id Ghdh being
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At-Tahtawi, Hashiyat *t-Tahtawi pg. 530.
) At-Tahtawi, Hashiyat *t-Tahtawi pg. 530.
‘Abdullah ibn Sa‘id Muhammad ‘Abbadi, Muntahi ’s-Siil 1:490.
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meritorious, it creates a deep impression on the hearts of the onlookers
(non-believers) when they observe the beauty and serenity of Islam.

Encourage one another to walk to the ‘Id Ghah!
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Expressing happiness on the day of ‘Id is from the salient
features of Islam

Question
Where can I find the following statement of Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-“Asqalani

4,
[N

REUPFERE BN RERYIgI -

“Expressing happiness on Id, is from the salient features of Islam.”

Answer
Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani # has mentioned this in Fath °I-Bari when

deducing lessons from a hadith in as-Sahih al-Bukhari.®

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

83
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath °l-Bari [under hadith 949], 2:443.
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The Prophet # would eat dates before proceeding for the
‘Id salah

Question

Is the following hadith authentic,

“On the day of Id al-Fitr, the Messenger of Allah # would not go out
until he had eaten some dates.” Another version states, “He # would eat

an odd number of dates.”

Answer
Imam al-Bukhari @ has recorded this hadith on the authority of
Sayyiduna Anas «,%
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The hadith is therefore authentic.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

84 Al-Bukhari, as-Sahih °I-Bukhari 953.
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Masniin siirah for ‘Id salah

Question
I came across two opinions regarding the masniin siirah to be read in the
°Id salah:

1. Stirah al-Ala and Stirah al-Ghashiyah.

2. Sarah al-Qaf and Surah al-Qamar.

Are these established from any reliable ahadith?

Answer
Yes indeed!

‘Allamah an-Nawawi @ has written that the Messenger of Allah # would

probably alternate between these sets of siirah’s on different occasions.®

Both opinions you cite are recorded in Sahih Muslim.*
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And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

85
Al-Nawawi, al-Minhaj 2025.
Muslim, Sahih Muslim 2025, 2056.
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Can we observe the six fasts of Shawwal later on in the
year

Question

I am aware that the hadith says, “If one fasts in Ramadan and six more
in the month of Shawwal, one receives the reward of fasting the entire
year. As thirty-six (36) fasts will be multiplied by Allah Ta‘la tenfold,
which then equals three hundred and sixty-five (365).

My question is that Allah has promised in Stirah al-An‘am, verse 160 to
multiply the reward of all deeds by at least ten. This is general and so it
applies throughout the year. Hence, if someone observes six more fasts
in any other month besides Shawwil, he should be attaining the reward
of those additional sixty days too. So why does the hadith specify the

month of Shawwal for these additional fasts?

Answer
Indeed, Allah Ta‘ala will multiply the reward of fasting in any month by
at least tenfold.

The general hadith commentators have said® the reasons for this are:
1. A Muslim does not delay in accruing this grand reward.

2. It is indeed easier for people to fast these six days immediately after

Ramadan.
3. These fasts make up for the deficiencies in our Ramadan fasts.

Some scholars have given a different perspective to this. Ibn Rajab al-

Hanbali « has answered the above objection with the following, “...the
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Al-Qurtubi, al-Mufhim 3:238, al-Uthmani, Fath °I-Mulhim 5:328, Mulla ‘Ali Qari, Mirqat 4:477.
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answer to that is, the reward of fasting in Shawwal will be linked to the
reward of Ramadan. One who observes the Shawwal fast will receive the
reward of observing the fard fast for the whole year.” This is similar to
the statement of Imam “Abdullah ibn ’l-Mubarak @ who said, “One who
observes the fasts of Shawwal will receive the reward of observing the

fard fast for the whole year.”®

So those who fast the additional six fasts in Shawwal specifically will

actually receive the reward of observing the fard fast for the entire year!

Through this Allah Ta‘ala has blessed the ummah by ordaining the fast
of thirty days only, but they can achieve the reward of 365 days of
obligatory fasts.

o The difference in reward for fard and nafl deeds

‘Allamah an-Nawawi @ has cited that the grand scholar of the ShafiT

madhhab, Imam °l-Haramayn al-Juwayni 2 to have quoted from certain
‘ulama’ that the reward of a fard act is actually equal to 70 nafl

(voluntary) deeds.*

« Consolation for those who miss the fast in Shawwal

If one missed the six fasts of Shawwal, the reward of fasting the entire
year can still be achieved if one fasts the six additional fasts in any other
month after Shawwal. Since every act is rewarded tenfold. However, in
this case, the six extra fasts will yield the reward of sixty nafl (voluntary)

fasts and not the reward of the mandatory fast.

This explanation has been cited by the commentator of Sahih Muslim,
‘Allamah al-Qurtubi =.%

Mulla ‘Ali Qari & and others also concur with this explanation.”

8 Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Lataif ’I-Ma‘arif pg.314-315.
Al-Nawawi, Sharh Sahih Muslim 1:324.
0 Al-Qurtubi, al-Mufhim 3:238.
o1 Mulla ‘Ali Qari, Mirqat 4:477, al-Uthmani, Fath "I-Mulhim 5:328.
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« Summary
If one misses out the six fasts of Shawwal, one may offer these fasts during

any other time of the year, although the reward will differ as explained

above.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

64



Authenticity of the hadith to the six fasts of Shawwal

Question
Is it true that the hadith regarding the six days of fasting in Shawwal has
a weak narrator and some of the ‘ulama’ have deemed these six fasts of

Shawwal to be makrith?

Answer
What you have heard is incorrect.
‘Allamah Qasim ibn Qutliibghah @ has rebutted those who claim this fast
to be makriih in his booklet entitled, ‘Tahrir "I-Aqwal fi Sawmi °s-Sittim
min Shawwal.
The hadith which encourages the six fasts of Shawwal is highly authentic
and has been considered as mutawatir (which is the highest level of
authenticity) by Muhaddithiin like, ‘Allamah as-Suytti # and ‘Allamah
Sayyid Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Kattani =.”
There are more than fifteen Sahabah <who have reported this from the
Messenger of Allah #.
Amongst them are the following:

1. Sayyiduna AbT Ayyub al-Ansari .

2. Sayyiduna Thawban .

3. Sayyiduna Shaddad ibn Aws .

92 As-Suyuti, Qatf’l-Azhar 50, al-Kattani, Nazm ’l-Mutanathir 128.

In Muslim, Sahih Muslim, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah 9816, Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih
Ibn Khuzaymah 2114 and Ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban 3634.

Ibn Majah, Sunan Ibn Majah 1715, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad 5:280, Ibn Khuzaymah,
Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah 2115, Ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban 3635.
% Ibn Abi Hatim, Kitab I-Ilal 745. Ibn Abi Hatim then quotes his esteemed father, Abti Hatim to have

65



Hafiz ‘Ala’ty = writes, “The hadith of Abli Ayytb « [mentioned] in Sahih

Muslim is the most authentic (asah) on this topic.”

He also writes, “The ahadith of Abt Ayyub «, Thawban « and Shaddad

ibn “Aws « are authentic (sahih).”
4. Sayyiduna Jabir «.”

For further details, see the booklet of Shaykh Khalil, Mulla Khatir (May
Allah protect him) entitled, ‘Mashrii‘iyyatu Siyami Sittim Min Shawwal.’

In addition to the above, several Muhddithiin have compiled the

numerous chains of this hadith in dedicated booklets.
Among them are the following:

1. Hafiz ad-Dimyati .

2. Hafiz ‘Alay =.

3. ‘Allamah Taqi ’d-Din as-Subki .

4. ‘Allamah al-Traqi =.

5. ‘Allamah Qasim ibn Qutliibghah =.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.

declared this narration as authentic.
Al-“Ala’i, Raful Ishkal ‘an Siyam Sittati Ayyamin min Shawwal pg.303, 329 (Majmiu” Rasa’il).
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad Ahmad 3:308, al-Bayhaqi, as-Sunan ’I-Kubra 4:292.
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Authenticity of a narrator of the six fasts of Shawwal

Question

What is the status of the following hadith,
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And what is the status of the narrator Sa‘d ibn Sa‘id ibn Qays, is he

reliable?

Answer

Translation: “Whoever observes the fast of Ramadan, and follows if with

six [fasts] in Shawwal, will be [rewarded] like he fasted the entire year.”

This hadith is recorded in Sahih Muslim and is therefore authentic.”®

o The reliability of the narrator

The narrator you question, Sa‘d ibn Sa‘id ibn Qays =, has been declared
reliable by several hadith masters, namely: Ibn Ma‘in - in one narration
- Ibn Sa‘d, Daraqutni «, Ibn Shahin #, Ibn Hibban «, Ibn ‘Adi & and

others.”

%8 Muslim, Sahih Muslim 1164.
% Ibn Hajar, at-Tahdhib t-Tahdhib 3:470.
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A few scholars have regarded him lower than his illustrious brother,
Imam Yahya ibn Sa“d al-Ansari =, which is perfectly understandable.
This however, does not necessitate Sa'd « being weak per say. All it

means is that he is not as his brother is.

Furthermore, there are six other reliable narrators who also report this
from the same teacher as Sa‘d. This further strengthens the chain and
proves that Sa'd @ did not falter. Therefore, Imam Muslim = accepted
this hadith.

o Other Sahabah =

Besides the narration above, this hadith has been reported by fourteen
other Sahabah . For this reason, some hadith masters have labelled this
hadith as mutawatir (which is the highest level of authenticity).'®

This illustrates that the virtue of the six fasts of Shawwal is proven
beyond doubt.

Therefore, one should not be moved by the baseless objections that some

contemporaries raise against this hadith.

Shaykh Khalil Mulla Khatir - a contemporary scholar - has penned a
detailed article on this issue. Most of the above is taken from his book

titled ‘Mashrii‘iyyatu Siyami Sittim Min Shawwal.

And Allah Ta‘ala knows best.
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